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April 1981 

Dear Pellow Members : 

UDIPRIS LITERATURE CONFERENCF. 

Wo now have our book in review form. It. hne bQon sont out 
t.o all rogistered groups in our worldwide Fullowship , Our pro
gram or recovery will soon be more genornlly and off1ciontly 
available. 

The epirited and talented members who showed up nt. Momphis 
for the Third World Literature ConferencP of Narcot1cft Anonymous 
worked more tblUl forty-five hundred scrvic~ hours compiling t.be 
material prior t o review . The Conference kopt buay nine ele~
tric typewrJtera and two photocopiers and u e d more than t~cnty 
thousand photocopies. A solid wall of lovo Rrooted each arriv-
10, member. As with the preceding literature conference~. on ly 
N.A . members participated. The atmosphere of recovery was tbe 
at ron1eat &nd moat sustained I have ever experienced, Crom tbe 
enthueiasm ot the early days to the de p dedi cation or tho final 
days of the oine-day Con:ference. 

Approximately seventy-Iive members from thirteen stales at
tended and eacb was in touch with the~r homo ar~a on a d•lly 
baeis. Tbia helped the work because the consciousness of the 
aroup extended to the whole Fellowship . 

From tbo first day onward, tbe Conference ran lwenty-four 
boura a day . The dedication, spirit, activo partic ipation and 
support ot members from all areas not physically proscnt resulted 
in the miraole at Memphis. Memphis mombot'S wer oxccllcnl hosts 
and brou1ht epi~it and warmth in additio n to s~curinK a fine fa
cility a nd gottjng ~11 t he equipment tocothor . 

Sover~l members from the East , Midwest and West Coast 
sta.yed on alter the Conference and several members worked night 
and day tor at least eleven days after tbe Conforenco officially 
c l oaod . 

On the fourth day of the Conference, it wa found that we 
needed eix thousand dollars to print and distribute more thao a 
tbouaand review forms of our book (estimated at five hundred 
pa~ea ach) to every group in the world . Dy the e nd of the Con-



ference, the entire amount had either arrived or was on its way 
from N.A. members and groups. Thanks for the success of WLC-II I 
really goes to Narcotics Anonymous as a whole. 

CRITERIA FOR COMPLETION 

Obviously, we feel that the material in the first ten chap
ters developed at Memphis is very good. Publication of the 
review form is our act of faith that the Fellowship at large 
will go over the material and report any flaws, additions .or 
items inconsistent with their recovery experience to us in wxit
ing. A Fourth World Literature Conference will be held in the 
Los Angeles a r ea from April 26 to Apri l 29, 1981. We will go 
over the input forms which have been received in response to 
the review. This input will be incorporated into the basic teixt. 

Our position of direct responsioility to those we serve, 
and our certainty that the material can and will be comple ted , 
has led us to consider the following criteria: 

We feel that the book will be complete when 

1. It contains all the things we do to get clean, 
stay clean and help others; 

2. This material is accurate in terms of the writ.
ten and spoken traditions of N.A. recovery; 

3. There has been Fellowshi p-wide review for in
put over enough time for sincere N.A. members to 
respond; 

4. It is found to be free from plagiarism. 

5. Readability and literary style will never be 
complete to everyones satisfaction. 

Literary style is the least of the reasons for the review 
now underway. We are mainly after recovery-related material 
and viewpoints. These will be added to complete the review 
i'orm and the extra "we ' s", "hut's", spellings, grammar and 
readability can then be brought to final form . Tbis was not 
done at Memphis because we knew that it would change after 
Fellowship-wide i nput was added. The intent and purpose of the 
effort at Memphis was to compile a text on N.A. r ecovery that 
was as complete as possible at that time for the purpose of re
view. Final form becomes important only after input. 

If we can't complete the work at WLC-IV, another up-dated 
review form will have to be printed and distributed for Fellowship
wide review, at our expense, and another major conference held 
to include input, at our expense , which would change t he fo rm 



which will have to be published, ut our expense, nnd c rentP n 
"dog chasing bis tail" effect Memphi s cost twelve? thousnnd dol 
lars tn Conterencc expenses a.lone and mnr~ than s1xtcen thousand 
dollars to attending members who aro serioue about the N.A. book. 
We are concerned that non-attending members may tnko for granted 
th'-= tremendous effort wbicb bas alrcndy takon rilnce. The r E; \"iew 
.t:orm didn't pop out of m1d-a1r. Many we talk to mppareotly reel 
that we are approaching tbe ·get ting serious'' phase when in re
alJ ty, we have been serious for som~ time. 

Waiting for another one, two or thr~e years would only 
yield tho situation we already havo at hand. Enough quality in
put will give the material completeness. A large number of 
mombere will have to be on hand to say thnt they Ir.cl the mater
ial 1• complote as to content and literary styl~ and suitable 
for publication. This can happen in n month. n yc~r or Rnoth~r 
twenty yuara. lt 's really up to you. lllt1mnl11, lbP mnlerJ:il 
will be tlnlahed and ready for publication. "l'hl1-.1 cun hnppon at 
WLC-lV it enough members pull togethor and AupporL the Confer0nce. 

We bolicve the text to be of sutficicnl lmportanco to be 
worth nn all-out effort and that is exactly whnt we are asking 
for from you, the Fellowship. Sending out another review form 
at the ond of WLC-IV and holding another conference just to in
clude input trom members wbo can't do it in sixty dnys or have 
not tnken the work seriously would leave us with n situation ex
actly like the one we ha,•e novt·: Wi 11 the input be su:tficient to 
complete the book? Will WLC-IV be able to include th~ input and 
correct the t:tpt:l11ng, grammar and readability? l! they succeed. 
will the materinl be published? Will the success be published 
as another review form or as a first edition? 

Tho principle~ of our Traditions and group consc1ousncE~ 
give mo peace amid these thoughts, bul J W!'lnt to share tlrnm be
cause not ov~ryono has been to a lltcrnturc conference and rray 
not roa.lizo what bl\& been accomplished a1ready, 'rho review 
form came from Ul(>mbers who aTe pl non 1ng to at tt•nd WLC- IV, and 
they are comini to it wi~b the experience gained !rom WJcbJta , 
Lincol n and Memphis. They, and those who come for the first 
time to help, are capable of miracles! Thny hnvc proved it al
ready and I am auro they've been bharponin~ lhnlr poncils. 

It iR for this reason that l'm going to 1hoae lengths to 
spell out tho situation as I seo 11.. I hnvo o dut.y lo pa.ss; on 
what m~y not bo commonly known. Those litornturc people are 
tantnaticl They are able to combine strength and sleepless ef
fort with moderation and conscientious concern for the work at 
band. Their existence enables me ~o rrconvnend that inquiry be 
undertaken now l;o assure proper copyriitht pTor.t>etur~s 1n accord
ance with our Second Tradit1on. Furthermore, T urge thnt 
&rra.n,ements for immediate publication or the flrsl edition be 
ready May 4, 1981. If completion is not obtained al WLC IV, the 



effort of making these arrangements will not be lost, but only 
ready for anothe r day soon to come. Discussion of publication 
arrangements will naturally be a major topic of the upcoming 
World Service Conference anyway, and t he homework needs to be 
done by then. 

If at the end of WLC-IV, members present feel good enough 
about the material, the Literature Committee will present the 
material to tbe World Service Conference to be held May 1-3 for 
Conference approval. When th~ World Service Conference of Nar
cotics Anonymous approves the material, no further changes will 
be allowed, for the time being, and there will be nothing else 
to do but publish the first edition. Members of the Board of 
Trustees will be on hand at WLC-IV to act as guardians of our 
Twelve Traditions. The immediate next step will be to publish 
fifty to one hundred thousand copies of our hardback book, 
Narcotics Anonymous. We urge all members with something to con
tribute to attend and support WLC- IV. Flyers are included with 
this mailing. 

Additional copies o! the r eview form can be bad for the 
cost of registration at Memphis ($12.00), by writing WLC-III, 
P.O. Box 41323, Memphis, TN 38104. All free group copies have 
been mailed, and only a limited number of the review copies re
main. This money is needed to close out the Memphis Conference 
and any overage will go to the WLC and WLC-IV . 

If it seems like we are in a burry, we are. Far too many 
addicts have died never knowing recovery was possible. In words 
telegraphed to Memphis, "The full fruit of a labor of love lies 
in the harvest , and that always comes in its right season." We 
are praying for a season of growth and new life for addicts seek
ing recovery , not another s eason of death by ignorance. 

THE REVIEW FORM OF THE BASIC TEXT 

The review form is io some respects like a baby with un
formed fingers and toes. Don't be too quick to cut out material 
which could be improved without deletion. Valuable material which 
may or may not fit the style of expression common to you or your 
area can be rephrased. The r eal purpose of review is to find, as 
much as is possible, a more common written ground for the material 
already included and to gather and include any material which may 
be needed for completion. Remember, we are all addi cts pulling 
together. It might be helpful to make a list of those things 
which have been very important in your recovery and l ook for these 
things as you read over t he material . Take notes as you go and 
send them to us for use at WLC-IV . 

Stories contained in the eleventh chapter of the review 
form will be deleted unless we have a release form from the con-



i:ributing membP.I' by WLC-JV. If you know of ~1 storv writer not 
in touch with us, please have them contact us immediately. 

Also, in o rder th.at "the Book'* will bave n consistent theme 
of recovery throughout, we fl Te asking story wr1tf' 1·s to send us 
supplementary material on how their life is totl~y. \Ye are not 
looking for "Al 1-American Success Stories'' n.bou t ca. r s, money , 
jobs, etc . We are not look1ng either for stories of family re
conciliation , although in some cases tha~ is an inte~rnl part 
of recovery . We are looking for bow you , as a recovering addict , 
utilize the Twelve Steps, apply the Twelve Tradit.ions and parti
cipate in the Fellowship i n ongoing recovery. If the> Fellowship 
approves, we want to leave Lhe door open for- tHldit ion9l stories 
duri ng WLC-IV. Otherwise. we will b e unable to Include additional 
stories which may come in during the review pr•riod. 

The review or mated uJ 1s \!) r:I mar i. ly di Teet.ad town.rd the> 
ten chttpters of tbe basic Lext portion. Fuell rigi:; a.bout a mem
ber's story from Chapter Eleven will be usef\11 n.nd should be 
included, although the Jino.1 su.y about sty)e and con1 e nt remains 
in the bands o r the contributing member. We can pass on the com
ments and the material can be improved in ROmP. cases. 

We learned a lot at Wichita, Lincoln :i.nd Memphis. We 
learned that we can have our book if enough of us put forth the 
effort. We are grateful ror the progress so .fa1· and expect to 
have a great Conference a t Santa Monica. Be the1·e I Our most 
important members are standing at our doors seeking that which 
we have been freely given. Let us give il to thrm. 

In loving service. 

Bo Sewell 
Chairman 
WSC Literature Committee 
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Santll Monica, C41Hor:nio 

1'pril 26, 1981 - first day 

Bo s. called tiny to ord~r vith a !Xlllle.,t o! s1lcnco, followed by th serenity 

praycu:. 

Wo wont around thf'! Ushle, uach person te1linq the re1uion t hny w&1re at the conterence 

and tell tng whnt they hopt.'ld would be accoi:nphshed hf!!ru. 

Bo s. 
Paig<i 

N.:im:y 

Douq 

Cha dos 

Joy 

Mil!. 

Phil 

:ol n 

,Jir.: 

Crog 

NUdo 

Bob 

Ter a 

Mury 

Linda 

Bob 

Tocn 

aurvico 

aarvic:e, book, input into chapters 

aorvice, book, learning 

ervke. book 

qroup conscicnco on ~ach sheet, book 

64rvicc. book b& it relates co bo<;h the n• lo'COll!Cr •nd tho olddmc1 , 

should be a book of N.A. recovery 

wava it up to God 

book 

rcdl cov rod t:.A . at ~is, conference 

co=pletc book, N.A. unity 

acrvico, carlni;, self 

scl[, aerv1c , loving atcirude 

1:.hou9h• ·')f .,.-,rds; u.mple adequate, opon-mindcdncsu, pdncipl before 

J.)f'raon.1 h ll' •, pride, intuition, rchp book, t 1•c:e l 1119 God- conac1ouanosa 

book, adequt1tti, flL•TVicc 

90L 11w11y t rcirn S t: . f.ou1s, God ' s will 

91~tllu4~ God ' s w111 

recovnry, a1nvi en , God• s will 

l don• t; )tnow why, reco111.;cy is Now- N ./\. rocov •r:y 

At. t;hiG (IOint. ~h re was &Ol1:1:1 disruption and a:monds wor do. 



Hank 

Dean 

Roy 

Joe 

Cliff 

Joy 
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gratitude,self' 

qratitudA, Cod-~ 1ovo, grate!u1, nae proud, recovery,quaiity 

N.A. recovery, unity in N.A . ,"we"should be used, non-sexist, 

No "buts'', honesty, simple clear N.A. message, chapter to 

hospitals and institutions , chapter to the family 

service, help, God's will, keep it simple, hope, practice steps 

love, N.A . , help 

It's already helped, God's will 

service, co bring N.A. to New York City 

Alphonzo member, part of Group Conscience 

Mary have to be here, recovery is here, book, N.A. 

George God 's will, recovery , adequacy, represent region, prayer and 

thanks, take it from review form to chapters to worksbops

all addic~s seeking recovery a day at a time 

Pam 

Kenny 

Jim 

Peppy 

Gina 

Pam 

attraction, God ' s will, praying to be an instrument 

good conference 

excited, unpublishable in present form, needs"How to" instructions , 

supposed to be here, no comment: , gratitude 

gratitude, more specifics needed, amazement 

see what's going on, the book should be more for the newcomer, 

needs chapter on Hospitals and institutions . 

Mention was made of the following: 

Keep the area clean . 

lf we keep this conference God- conscious,there can he no failure . 

And no one will say "this is me", and yet every one will say 

"this is me." 

Suggestion was made of an Art committee. 

There will be a photo collage of the Memphis conference. 

Daily minutes will be kept. 

When using the N. A. symbol, both pictures should be used. 
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Mention wa s also made of th e f oll o wing: 

rt would be nice to have a meeting at sunset on th e beach . 

We should have a libra~ian for ~he files 

Don 't leave important papers lying around as they tend to 

be accidentally thrown out . 

Hopefully, we will 9et a phone tommorow . 

The boo k will come from those who are willing. 

We should as k for God ' s Will a n d the power to carry it out. 

~t this point we said the serenity prayer and took a break . 

1:45 p.m . 

We went around the table and each area representative talked a little 

abou~ how their group critiqued the N.A. book. 

Do u g 

Paige 

Charles 

Jac k 

Dean 

Jerry 

Nina 

Jim 

Gina 

Jim 

Greg 

Sob 

Ma ry 

(Lincoln) Read a chapterwha t was good, what needed changing? 

Wrote a review form, Separated chapter by chapter, passed 

the book. 

(Marietta) Individual input , had several workshops 

(Louisiana) Weekend marn~hon, pa9e by page , stopped dL each sentence , 

have to keep from nit-picking. 

(Venice) Read the book, thrilled. Sook needs to say what you 

say when you speak , and what you hear at meetings. 

(Orange County) Work in progress was used as framework for a 

12 step guide for Orange County use, 12 step guide can be used 

as N.A. input, Book was critiqued at a re~ional review meeting, 

has a story from Crazy Cathy for evaluation . 

(Califor nja)Need to Keep It Simple. 

(California) Nice to be here 

(Vancouver/ Wa shington) needs to be more specific in how to 

do the steps, has word-of-mouth reports from home . 

(Nashville) carried book around, asked people to critique it 

(N .E. Ohio) Had mini-conferences, used flow-reading techniques, 

took notes, editing should be done by a qua li fie d few . 

(Oregon) Had wo rkshops 

(Memphis) Defers to Kath y T.,feels book needs mention of 

acceptance, regardless of race, suggestion of a quiet time . 

(St . Louis) Need to keep going iL can ' t find solution 



Barbara 

Cl l ff 

Linda 

Bob 

Hank 

Roy 

Je It 

Ttirica 

(Cal.1 fornia) Reviewed book,9r:oup wrote 1ourc.ti-step 9u1dc and 

ncwcomo~• 9u1de, w111 try tophotocopy tham !or conference. 

(Cblltornia) ttoed co keep a-ay from polJticc. 

(Topeka) Workshops on Saturdays tor l~ hours, made comments as 

went alonq, toomuch slang, w1ll words be tlaeloss? (agec. down~, 

"toku"), small groups work b~tcer, pray beforu each meating . 

(St. Loui~) Me~ting every night for two weeks-small attondence , 

lots of enthusiasm, no footwork. If Jt works, don't tix i.t. 

(MatiotLu) Hacl Minlworkshops, ne~d to quullfy wo~d "Godp. 

(Ohio) Should be a personal experl~nce not ~ personal book. 

(Counc~l Ulu1!s) Cot co9cthLt OtLur m~uc.tnqa co T~viow, h1d 

fooling of unity with N.A. groups world wide, samr purpose. 

(Phtladclphia)Flow reading group works bns•. 

Also attonrlinq this part of che conscience were: 

Thom St. Louis 

Pa111 

Dan 

Ceor<,le 

Santa Honi.ca 

O:aaho 

Ph1 ladelpl1i.a 

A sunnestion wAs m~dP to ~~nd a l~ttnr lo Memphin, thanklnq them for 

their love, il~lp 11n<1 .11pport: 1Jur111•1 rl11 • 1,u;t 1·t>11l1•r ••n r ... 

I\ mnt I ..,n w ,; m11tlc• ""ri n<H"'111t1l••1I tn 1 .. 1-: ... •• h• 1 .1k '""'" ••·'lf I rnm 7p . 111. t n 

9 p.m. The motion carried. 

Wo then took u ohorl brcnk. 
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The next area under discussion was-how to move the work through the 

li~erature conference. After much discussion , the following format ~as 

evolved: 

l. Review Input 

2 . Improvise reviews- restructure, reword, correct , ect. 

3. Type 

4. Proofread- edil; correct-review 

A. back Lo edit workshop 

B. type 

C. proofread- edit, review, correct 

a . back to editing workshop 

b. type 

c. proofread-edit , re v iew, correci 

al. back to workshop, qo through l, 2, 3, •.. drafts 

bl. type 

cl . proofread- edit, review, correct 

There will be three basic sources of materiul: 

1. Text 

2 . Input. !orl!ls 

3. Files 

There will be three basic groups : 

l.Reodins and evaluation 

2. Editing 

3. Paper-handling 

There will be a special p r oofreading section. 

Any new input should be written down so it Cdn be more easily shared and 

less easily lost. 

Reading and evaluation will sort the input and tiles . separating specific 

input from general input, then separating specific inpu t into chapters . 

Decided to spend time till we got a cop1er by sorting and c reating ne~ input. 



P. 'ttendence April 26, 1981 Day Ono 

Linda M. Topeka, Ks. 

Mary D. St. Louis, Mo. 

Terica w. Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bob S. Hel'!lphis, Tn. 

Nickie c. Bellflower, ca. 

Groq P. Oregon 

Jim H. Ohio 

Nolan Venice, ca . 

Phil North Hollywood, Ca. 

Michael w. North Hollywood, Ca. 

Joy North Hollywood, Ca . 

Cha£les x. Baton Rouge, La. 

Dou9 w. Lincon Ne. 

Nancy c . Bellflower, Ca. 

Page C. Marietta Ga. 

Bos. Marietta, Ga . 

Pam K. Warren Oh. 

Georgo R. Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mary L. Smyrna, Ga. 

Alphonso M. North Hollywood, Ca. 

Cliff Rardin9 Wichita, Ka. &Torrance, Ca. 

Joe H. Har Vista, Ca. 

Roy o. Warren, Ob. 

Dean Orange County 

Hank F. Atlanta, Ga. 

Thom L. St. Louis, Mo. 

Bob o. St. Louis, Mo. 

Kttuny Memphis or c.,.l.iforni .. 

Jim P. Vancouver, Wa. 

Peppy California 

Gina Nashville, Tn. 

'Pam Santa Monica, Ca. 

Jack Venice, ca. 

Jerry California 

N.1.na California 

Bob California 

Jeff Omaha, Neb. 

Dan Omaha, Neb. 

J1111 San Louis Obisoo. ca. 

Paqe 6 



ATTENDANCE 

Sydnoy IL 
'l'or 1 ca 
Cina 
Do 
.,am 
Hunk 
Gootqu 
,J I m M. 
J.im l.l. 
Doug w. 
Mult 
(~)'l'HJ P . 
c1 .. 1rlco IC 

Roy o. 
Jtm P. 
1.1ndo M, 

FOURTH WORLD i.ITt:RATURE CONFERENCE 

April :!6, 1981 

Second Group Consc1cnco 

11:25 PM 

Los A:'H:ieles. Ca. 
Pennsylvania 
Tennessee 
Gt:or9ia 
Ohio 
Georgia 
Pii n nsy 1 va nia 
Ohio 
Ca l ifornia 
Nebraska 
Cati!ornia 
nro<Jnn 
Lou.1.a1ona 
Ohio 
Wnsh1nqton 
KllnSa5 

M ctin9 was ch4ir~d by Ji~ ~ .• Ohio. 

Report fra111 Soc-rf?tnry, 1.\nrla M.: 

Thn files were orrlerec for convlenc und wor~abil1ty. Copit!s 

wc• 1·~ Cloic11' of f np11 1 fo r I'll'. Thr inr11t fnrm" "''"r" c1Svtdr>rl Into two 

scc~ions, General and Specific. The Specific Input Parms were 

separated into Chapters one chrou9h ten. An evaluation workshop 

woe DtDttcd on Chnpter one. Stor1cs arc being evaluated to 

f1nd out ~hat work will be necessary ~o achieve vubl!shable mate~ial. 

J((!pOrt from Doug: 

No proqrras ~AO made on Chapter one. Thcru ls a need for 

U !JtOCl'!dl.ltl•. 

Uu: Suq9oslion WAS made to minimi~a thP ul~n of chc workshop. 

lnput; should bt. wrilten, and the vtarbal input should br- lessened. 

To1.1c:a1 Whal are our goals? The omis101011s in thr. chap1.urs should 

oc 11llc~ before the cont1nuity of lho l xl could be wurkcd on. 

C:corc:1(!: Input needed to be blended ln tho oxist1nq tox • Acter 

l ook ing at Chapto~ two , the input ne~dcd to sort the matu1ial ac=ord1n9 

to thr Lincoln outline. Small groups cnn bl nd this material. 



Fourth Literature conference 

Santa Monica , CA 

April 27, 1981 

group conscienc ~ 3 

Day 2 

page 2 

Bo opened the meeting with a moment of silence followed by the serenity 

prayer, at 10:30 am. 

Bo gave a short overview of the work to be done and the procedures to 

do it (see notes from group conscienc of first day). 

need of a photocopier . 

He said we have 

Charles talked about the problem of too much talk and not eno ug h ac t ion . 

He said we need to review input and edit out what ' s repetitious. We 

have a photocopy of the book to make corrections on, courtesy of Greg P. 

The thi n g to do now is to do paste-ups in the margins of the chapters 

of the photocopies, in orde.r to mak.e corrections. He sta t ed that chapter1 

l and 3 are ready for typing and rev iew. Be also mentioned the f act 

that paste-up groups seem to work best with three people, e x cept for the 

group working on chapter 4 . 

We passed around an example of a pasted up input form . 

Bo said our fi r st priority is to ~bsorb the input . The editing will be 

done by a qualified few who will pick themselves . The ea s iest place for 

a newcomer to fit in would be in the reading groups. This way the new

comer can decide what they want in the book. 

It was decided to sort the general input and get rid of t he redundancies 

so that it can go into a more usable form . 

Jim suggested that there be a person to chair each workshop and t ha t 

people divide themselves into the workshops before they sta r ted. Doug 

suggested that we have a way to get the newcomers more invo l ved. 

Bo said the newcomers would be able to decide for themselves where t hey 

would best fit in . 

George has the work on cbapter 2, Paige has the wo rk on chapter 4. 

Group Conscience was closed with the Lord ' s Prayer. 



Attendance Group conscien ce #3 April 27, 1981 

Mary 0. 

Joy s. 
Jim P. 

Karens. 

Stan D. 

Jupy L . 

.Jim M. 

Roger T . 

Mary L. 

Sue M. 

Linda H. 

David w. 
Jim P . 

Bob S . 

June W. 

Charles K . 

Cliff H. 

Doug W. 

Page c. 

Nancy C. 

Bo S . 

Brandi G. 

Hank 

La r ry K. 

Roy D. 

Philip G. 

Charles P . 

St . Louis 

No. Ho llywood 

Canoga 

Sunland 

San Gabriel 

Downey , CA 

Ohio 

Marietta 

Marietta 

Venice 

No. Hollywood 

Venice 

Vancouver, U . S.A. 

Memphis 

Hollywood 

Baton Rouge 

Torrance 

Lincoln 

Atlanta 

Bellflower, CA 

.Marietta 

No. Hollywood 

Atlanta 

No. Hol.l.ywood 

Ohio 

Venice 

No . Hollywood 

Brian L . 

Dan K. 

Albert H. 

Thom L . 

Bob D. 

Linda 

Nikki 

Kathy T . 

To m M. 

Nol a n 

Pasedena 

Omaha 

Mar Vista, CA 

St . Louis 

St . Louis 

Topeka 

California 

Memphis 

Marietta 

Venice 



Group Conscience #4 

A.pril 27, 1981 

4:20 p.m. 

Page 4 

Paige opened the meeting with a moment of silence followed by the 

serenity prayer. The first thing discussed was the new flow chart . 

Chapters 4 and 7 are still in the original speoific inpuL stage. 

Jeff gave a report on the first half of the fourth c h apter . This chapter 

has been divided into two parts, to make it easier to handle . 

Bob gave a r eport on the second half of the fourth chapter, and said 

there was about 10 pages left. He said it might be a good idea to 

separate the 12th step into two parts. 

Jim made a motion to separate the chapter . The motion read that there 

be a subchapter head in chapter 4 , llne 32 , page 6i, andthat it be 

tit-led "Living the Program." Mary seconded t.he motion and it was passed. 

Matt gave a report on chapter 7. Gina felt there should be more informati 

concerning thoughts preceding relapse and less emphasis on recovery in 

this specific chapter. 

information. 

There were several comments on how to get this 

Bo stated that he thought we were getting away rrom the purpose of 

group conscience . He spoke of the need to get through the specific 

input so that we could work mor e on the spirit and life of the hook. 

There were several comments agreeing with this statement. 

The need to keep i.t simple, to seek progress and not perfection was 

emphasized. 

~n announcement was made that the hall will be closed tomorrow between 

the hours of 8 a.m. and 4p.m . We n,ee(l to get the w·ork to the typists 

so we can read it during those hours. It was stated that we , as trusted 

servants , need to qet che specific input in before that: time . 

We closed the group conscience with the Lord ' s Prayer. 
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Fourth World Lite rature Conference 
Croup Conscience #5 
April 27,1981 

The meeting was chaired by George R., PA. 

George Requests progress reports. 

Paige : Chapter Four is at the typist. 

Dean: Chapter one is in typing. Wh en a ~opy is typ ed , copies 

are made and general input is added to the work. 

•rerica : Is the Genera l Input being considered at the group 

level? 

Mary: It was decided at group conscience that the general 

input wou ld be read at a group level . 

Dean: Additional input is being presented on chapter one. 

Bob: Spiritual maintenance, HALT is vital for the success 

of this conference . 

P~igc : Typi sts should be encouraged to correct mistakes 

Whenever possibl e . Everybody is enco uraged t o correct 

mistakes . 

Charles : Let's read the general input. 

Jim M.: Our goal is to present a satisfactory generalization 

of the general input. See enclosure. 

Other comments are: We have received copies of the review 

input form upon which number one has been marked. Number 

one on the review input form says that we ~pprove this 

book in its present condition . Another item is a dedication 

page to AA . 

MOTION: Dean; To put t he dedication to AA in an appendix . 

Seconded . Open for discussion . 

Terica : This information is already in The Book . Do we 

need to repeat this information? 

Llnda : According to ~he outl ine established at the Lincoln 

literature conference, a dedication to AA belonged in 

chapter three. At Memphis, we found having the dedication 

to AA in chapter three was not feasible . It was decided 

that ~he ded i cation to AA would be included in a forward 



or introduction . A comparable dedication 1a Lncluded .in 

the lntroduct~on of the review for~. 

r+s igc: We ow~ our q r.u: i.tulJ,. to llfl. 

8obr Compare spir1tuali.ty 10 All. ~nd NA. NA allows US to 

rR~ch •ore people; the suff~'1n~ urlrlt~ • 

Nicki: Lets calk about the motion on tho floor . Personally , 

I'• 9raceful at tbe 11m1ted mention of A~ in The Book, 

but deli9hted at tho acknowled9e•ent. 

Dean: Tabled •otioo . 

HOTION: Gre9; Moved the ~aterial b~ considered as input 

for the introduction and be tr4atod a• •uch . 

Seconded. Passed. 

Jim M.: Will thank you letto1s bo aant to oontributin9 

mumbcrs? 

ao : Row many t~ ~~u l&tt•r• 

Linda: We curr•~ ~,ve 2~ to 

•tl~ bw ~eirt't ~c~•t•!J,1!1 

JO a~4r•• .... r-o.r ~hiOl~ 
YOU l~tt•ra. • ··~·t .. .... --.. ----

. : . .. 
IC w~ a 
thJ.u weaii.lil.h"ioij~ '111m!lll - ~hl('r.4~ 

Ji• M.: X see a need tor additional input. 

Charles: I think our priorities are to finish chapter 

seven and finish typ1n9. 

Bo: l agree with Charles in addition to experimental 

editing and a work shop on the stories. 

George : Wbat wa5 dec~d~~ about i~pue? 

Bo: Copies of the qeneraL ~npul ~Ll~ ~~ ~a~c AVailabLe. 

Cre9 : As a group we need to ruach poJnt a nd then evaluate 

our work. Have we addressed tho ganural input? 

Mary: I would like to help Deon edit chapter one. 

Jim M.: The scor1es need to b wockud on. 

Bob: My observation is that we neod 4 plnn and a prayer 

bre<1k. 

De~n: We need a huq bre~k. 



001 A list ot priorities was placed on tho board. Finish 

cha11t.or seven , tin.ivh typinq. oxpo:r1mcn1:al ouit1n9 , .1nd 

re d ml cv.duotc stories. 

BarbAta: Treasurer's report. Bc9innin9 BaldncoJ 

$197.q9 

ending balance $675.0S 

Acknowledgement froa local area group of lOl.00 dollars. 

MOTJON1 Kado by Bob; That we rent the holl for Thursday 

and Prid y to finish work in conference if necessary. 

Seconded . Pa&scd. 

Suggestion; Bo: Thank you 1ett r Rhould ~u written to 

local grou~ for uon4Lion. 

HOTI ON1 Ch~•1 Accept lhe p l an ot action on ~Jnckboard. 

Secundod. PAssed. 

1.1ndi1: Rominrtod f_1vcryone of tho suq<!fJBlJon to write droa 

reports on work donu betwcer tho Mcmph10 ~nd Sunta Monica 

contorunces. 

HOTTON1 Boh1 Close ceetin9. 

seconded. Pnsscd. 

Scrcnit:y Prayer. 

DUB TO TllE LATENESS OF Tffe MEETING AND THE lMPERPECTlON 

OF THOSE lH ATTENDANCE, WE PAIL£0 TO TAKE ATTENDANCE. 

PLEASE PORCJVE US . 
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Fourth World Literature Conference 

Sanla Monica, Californid 

~roup Conscience i ~ 

April 28, 1981 o p.D. 

Roger opened the meeting with a moment of silence followed 

by ~he serenity prayer. 

The Ci1st subject was a report on the oxparimcntal workshop 

conducted on chapter 2. It was found that Lho way it worked 

bosl was with three editors and a typisL. Two of the editors 

h~d provlos liLerature experience. lt was suggested that a 

Chilplor two was read. 

various comments were m~de concerning Lhe chapter. Majority of 

opinion held that there were a few rough spots but the chapter 

wns mu c h improved. 

Discussion ensued as to why there should be only four people in 

an editing group and whether the ed1l1n9 group should edit the 

other nine chapters. 

out thuse ideas: 

A lot of discu3sion followed, bringing 

Having an editing group for all Len chapters would promote 

consJ.stency. 

It would bo possible to change sets o( editors for each 

editing workshop, and to keep them consisLant through 

all ten chapters. 

HJvinq too many editors or swltchinq editors Lends to be 

countcrp1oductive. 

The work would go back through readin9 and evaluation 

for new input and then to another editing group. 

A motion w~s made and seconded to have Greg and Bo editlng in 

the first workshop and that there be two editors, e member and 



a typ18L for each editing work shop. An editing workshop 

would consist of all ton chaptcra. Tho editing group would 

change with eAch ~orkshop. ~fter more di1cuaa1on the motion 

po•»~d wiLh on~ opposing vote ond two ob•t•ntiona. 

lt wa~ docid~d to set up an input table otqenized lnto chapters 

to handle new input . lt was alao decided to have a com•ittee 

to aort appropriate deletions Crom ad1tin9 groups into differen t 

chapters for possible reconsideration. 

An announcement was mad e that a local group of addicts from the 

V.A. hospital sent $ 100 . t o th e conference ~nd a south Flo r ida 

group had sent $150. 

It was ataue4 that we nee~ t~ vork on •~ozrew, contac ting tlii 

writers and getting written reloaaea. 

An announ c emen t was made that we have uae of the hall for two 

•ore daya . 

At tbia point we took a sbort break. 

After break we began discussion of atory-oditin9. Charlea 

read 9uidelln•• deve1oped for thi• purpose (copy enclo•ed) . 

There are •oae atoriea Al-ready edited and we will receive the 

~nput froa thia editin9 shortly. 

A aotion was made and seconded to ucccp~ the story-editin9 

9uide lines. There was disc~ssion conce~ninq the use of trade 

n~rno drug• . There was an amendmen~ to the motion to dele~e the 

•;u i ou 1.iile couue.r.. ning b.rand-- r.alile• purilfin!iJ ic1:1.,il up.i.n1au. 

Tha dmcnded motion passed witb one opposing vote. 

ThtJ next ordur o f business was A diacuaalon about usinq the 

tul~phonc to contact story writers. It waa decidad, whore 

pou ible, Lo call co llect. w~ have use 01 a WATTS 11nc. 



It was stated that when going through chapters, we need to 

consider the following: 

Is the input complete? 

Is the typing complete? 

How quickly can we begin group conscienceness "flow 

pattern" reading of chapters one th.rough five? 

When editing stories, it was asked that the following questions 

be ans wered: 

Does it feel right? How does it make your heart feel? 

19 it compl~L~? Does it f~t the cha ptor t itle and does it 

contain everything you know and experience in your recovery? 

Did you learn something o r hear something new/ 

Does it flow? 

Bow a l'.le the tranai·t~on~ 

It waa r e que s ted tha t we include a sto ry frow a combat veteran. 

The ••etin9 was clo sed. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR READING AN D EVALUATING PERSONAL STOR1BS 

l. Reading groups of 3 

2. Read story aloud 

3. Put comments on a seperate sheet 

4. Must meet major points in outline 

S. Catagorize content from list from all parts that apply 

6. Your job is to read and evaluate per outline and list only 

7. File a ccording to Catagory and Editing comments 

LIST USED TO LABEL STORY FOR STORY FILE 

Overall story section 

Catagorize Stories as to: 

1. male 
2. female 
3. old 
4. young 
S . olchol 
6. ampth.--- speed 
7. pills(presc.) 
8. narcotics 
9. Shooting 
10. hospitals ( physical= mental) 
11. instutions ( jails,instutions,or juvenile hall 
12. gay 
13. color (nationality) 
14 housewife 
15.professional 
16. Doctor, lawyer etc 
17. occupations 
18. location 
19. relapse 
20. closet user 
21 . street user 
22. rich 
23. middle class 



OUTLINE FOR STORY READING AND EVALUATION 

I. Identify 

a) usage 

b) placeo 

c) type 

d) feelinqs 

e) behavior 

II. Turning point 

a) hittin9 bottom 

b) introduction to N.A. program 

Ill. Reoouvery 

a) made decision 

b) specific action(meetings, stepa, aponaor,service) 

c) ¥~uciC1Q 'ecuvec y 

l. problems 

IV. Well writen atories 

a) balance between us~ and recovery 

b) easy reading--- good st!le 

c) expreaa feelings 

l . Motivating factors behind uain9 and behavior 

d) expression of ideas specifically without len9thy detail 



OUTLINE FOR EDITING STORIES 

I. Direct references to A.A. & A.A.Literature 

a) should ro£ar to other 12 step p~o9rAm 

II. Geographic Locations 

a) leave intact if useful 

bl remove if repetious 

III . Dates 

a) delete month and day 

b)convey length of time 

IV. Language 

a) omit profanity 

bl change slang terms to common terms 

cl check and correct obvious grammar and punctutation errors 

v. variety 

a) area 

b) age 

c) sex 

VI. Drug brand names 



GENERAL INPUT 

Condensed for M1nulcs 

1. A member suggests that the traditions be deleted from 

the book as he considers them not relevant to early 

recovery. He furthers suggests that they be included 

in an addiLlondl ~J.b- ication cntitlud The TWelvu 

Traditions . 

2. A member suggests thal one to two year publication 

dat~ hr aimed at . It is further auqqested that we 

have a publishable book and Lhat an editor of the 
highest caliLer be h ired. 

3. A member wants a story from n ~ny ~ddict to h~ included. 

4 . h member wants personal stories in front of the book , 
not the back. 

S . Gene H., representing several qroups in Oregon will 
be arriving with their imput. ~ 

6. A member was pleased that the word ~love• was used 

so often in the book. 

7 . Some members object to the fact that p~rsonal stories 

do not differentiate but mix A.A. and H.A. recoveries . 

Some members object to numerous roferences to A.A . 

8. Members want langua9e cleaned up; language is bad in 

stories . 

9 . Some members feel there is too much rambling throughout 

the text. 



10. A member feels we shoul.d check with an attorney 

regarding libel or slander possibilities with regards 

to pharmaceutical trade name value (Quaaludes, ect . ) 

11. A member suggests that the steps and traditions should 

read like a manual . This member felt they were too 

general, not specific enough and, as such, missed the 

point. 

12. Some members feel stories were not representative of 

N.A. as a whole, but only of small segments of N.A. 

13. A member felt the syntax, continuity, transition and 

general arrangements were clumsy. It was felt the 

book badly needed editing. 

14. Some members felt the book needed more information 

on how to work with others. 

15. It was suggested that all "yets", "buts", "maybes" . 

"shoulds", "woulds", "coulds", and other insidious 

negatives be removed . 



Fou~tn World Literature Conference 

Group Conscience # 7 

April 29, 1981 4:30 p.m. 

Pai9e opened the meeting wilb a moment of silence followed 

by tho serenity prayer. 

The first order of business was a report on the progress of 

th~ story-editing. At this point l4 stories have been 

reviewed. There are 15 stories in the book needing to be 

rovlewoJ. When reviewing, we need to decide whether a story 

Cdnbc edited or if it should be pulled ouL. There is also 

nbout 100 paqes of editorial commenL now available on the 

stories in the book . 

CurrcnLly the stories are beinq sorted into three sections: 

1.) unpublished, unreviewed stories (those now being submitted 

fall ini:o t:his category) , 2.) hard-to-edit stor.Les, which 

wouJd take too much rewriting, and J.) easily-edited stories . 

Right now there are eleven stories in this last section. 

~~ was suqgested that there be only ~wo people 1n each story-

~d~L workshop, so we could have more workshops. rt was stated 

by lho.? cha1rperson that our goal is to take csn inventory of 

each s t:ory. 

Jlm is working on excerpLs from hard-to-o~ll stories for 

consideration in a different part of the book. I t was suggested 

that hard-to-edit stories be held for n sooond or third 

publication of the book and that we concentrate on stories which 

arc the best, most appropriate, and mosL reprosenLative of 

the Pcllowship. 

A question was brought up concerning whether we should change 

"A.A." to " the other 12 seep program" ln Lhu sLories. 1t 

wus dacirlerl to postpone this rlccision. 



It ~as suggested that the person editing a story not know the 

writer personally . 

Th~ text - editLng workshop LS tinished WLth chapte rs 1,2, and 3. 

Ch.:i1 tor 4 is .it. the typist . The rc<irlinq and eval uation of 

chapter two, edit one is pretty well completed . It was suggested 

that we concentrate more on content and less onstructure and 

gr~mmar when we read and evaluate. 

Ginu will be gathering a list of spontaneous one-liners , to 

add reeling and spirit to the book. It was suggested that 

we add an appendix of one-liners not used elsewhere in the book . 

It was also suggested that we add questions or statements to 

chapter one in answer of the question "Who is an Addict?" 

It was asked that when rGlviewing a chapter th....it the chapter 

be read in its entirety before evalu~Lion begins. 

It was suggested that, due to the lack of time, we should 

begin the second text-editing workshop. After some discussion 

it was decid~d that when the f1rst text-editing workshop gets 

to chapter 6 , the second would begin. The logic behind this 

is that hopefully the second text-editing workshop can be 

less time-consuming. 

An announcemenL was mude thaL Lhere wlll be .:i banque~ tomorrow 

(Thursd.:iy April 30) at 6:00p.m. It is asked that people help 

set up for il. The cost is $3.50 per person. Those that 

hav~ cxLra Eunds arc asked Lo contribute more. 

It was ~ecidcd to set up a fund so that chu two members who 

hicch-hiked here won't have to hitch-hike back. 

Frank tendered an invitation to dinner at his place tonight, 

followad by d meeting. 



lt was askud thaL confurunce mcmburn gnlng to meetings tonight 

ask people at the meecinqs to come back to the conference 

to help read and evaluate . 

't'll~ meeting w.is closed with the Lord ' s Prayer . 
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FOURTH WORL LrTEAATURE CONFERENCE 

SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 

GROUP CONSCIOUS ~ 8 

29 A~nIL 1981 11 P.M. 

Bo opened the meeting with a moment of silence for the still suffering 

addict, followed by the Serenity Prayer. 

Story report given by Charles K. All but one story has been reviewed. There 

wil.J. be input sheets and decisions o! editing later. Three stories are 

being retyped. 

Bo S . reported on the edit workshop he attended last evening. They accomplished 

or finished chapter one by 11 AH. Once the format of procedures were 

set, progress was noticable. They did chapters 4 and S with Jim and Royce 

acting 45 consciences. Start.ing to move qu4ckly. 

Greg added that chapter one was rough because of all the input. Chapter 

two was experimental. Please give credit due the input groups for 

excellent job. 

Jim M. also pleased with absorbed input. 

Sally reports that chapter five is ~ page from typing complete. 

Mary requests information on procedure for editing. What do we do with 

new input after chapter is edited? 

Bo cautions group to evaluate each input before starting to make 

changes in chapter. Many times it helps to give to different group. 

Page noticed that if the input is well incorporated into the chapter 

the editing is much easier . Each t.ime chapter is edited it will get 

more efficient. 

Mary wanted to know if we should incorporate more input with each 

edit review. Should each review and evaluation group incorporate the 

changes as they receive them? 



Bob thlnk• this would be appropriate. Have each read •nd avaluato 9roup 

add only improveaenta, sorting out trivia, and retype bctora 9ivin9 to 

next edit tea.a. 

Bo wn11M like to etr•-line these 9roup1:1 to cwo or t.hret! people • 

.Ji Uk B idea of aMlng l.npUt to 11rbau been typed vi th two people. 

Jack would like to twve one IElllber from each 9rnup or ~t.t.eo w 

havo 1n11ut on chapter one. 

Bo fo le that we should have the basic framework by aach 9roup with the 

insett1on or the love factor and stress1n9 much 1ndividual input. 

Chaptur one, two and th.rue have gone through the workahop. 

Mote report• thal chaptor seven is raady fo1 tho editing workshop. 

Ho want• to know 1! the new input should be incorporated beCore editing. 

Bo would treat each chapter as a differnt entity and exp•riment v1th 

each c~pter with thia in aind. Thanks RTC !or the $85 donation to t.hlt 

conf i:ncc. Roud telegr4111 of support froai Ll ncoln rea groups. 

(Oopy enclosed) 

Har:y would like to take twist into chapter one 

etatus other chapters &re in. 

Nicki n-eda to know who the availabl~ typists arc. Asks to have al1 

aubtlequent typ1n9 90 into cite £inish rev1ev foTill lo ~ake input insertion 

e&8icr. Thia includ~a putting nUJl!bers by each lino us in review foI'lll. 

Wanta cleat1l lcat.1on .Lt words steps and traditions ro t.o bo cap.1.ta.uzed . 

Bo Lt'Ula thot. H propor names, they should be capitalizod. 

Nicki roqu•ats people should not interupt t.yplsts a• thoy work. This 

only promotes •iatakes. Also asks to keep the noise lov l lov. 

Ji •··~a a C0111mittc@ fona to pull and fit input to lex tra11 ator1ea. 

Bo says we ahould pull input into chapter bins, kecp1n9 all 1nfor.at1on 

in on placo. Chapter one, two, three, hve and t of four: ue ready to edit. 



JiJll Stilted that he hopes everyone in the room would bo very careful 

about returninq copies of The Book to their pro~r owners or places 

where lhey were borrowed from. It appears th.lt a tew boo~• have been 

misplaced. These were purchased by mecbers here and are not for people 

to havo AS Q.lft!ll. Wo ahoul.d ba praeticl11CJ an honest pr09Tam. 

Judith va.nu to knew vhat writers have been tole! about how to do theu 

personal stories. What should be put in stories and what should not? 

Bo feels it !a up to the writer as to the content of each story , 

chArt:L nq the pr09resa of recovery. 

Jim asks I.hat e8ch person sign attendance shoot qoing around. 

NolLln onnounces a banquet a t 6 PM and asks thal. I.ho work stops approximately 

at 5:30 so wo can set it up. 

Cino would liko to see outlines for stories, und when roviow!nq using 

the outline aqainst the content of the story. Please be positive with 

the approach with critique of the story. The author has bec:ome very 

vulnarabl41 with thit& information and will need supporl. with the content 

critique. 

Terieo wants to know .cntioiung AA Lu s1.on.cs or should l t. be "the 

other t welve step proqram•. She thinks this 19 s19nif1cant. 

ao doeant think we should pat AA down. It's been tr111d before with 

li ttlo eucceea. 

Gcor90 thinks thnt if we allow AA to be put int.o elorius, then he 

would also liko to mention names of rehab canters. 

Bo aek• thot we evaluate how important AA ie 1.0 NA recovery. 

Ro<Jer mentioned that AA didn't fcul, it just didn't fill tho scope 

or our recovery and should be considered on individual b4si• for input 

1n pereons atory. 

Bo th1nJut we should discuss th.ls later. 



'Tom would like to continue discus•ion. 

Nancy says AA ls pert.inant in a few stories sh· rf.'ad Dnd she does not 

want M to outweigh NA in any story in The Book. 

Jilt 91vos opinion that AA has always supported NA 

Geor9 oqain wants to be able to name his recovery progru in his 

story if AA rem.aina in stories. 

GreQ bolievos the ~uthor shouJ.d have fin~1 input ~• to what ia or ia 

not 11\C!ntioned in his or her story. 

Jim ah.1roa whclt tho Ctillowahip i11 Lhu Ohio ,,., '• at; It ta ah.ired to him, 

ooea Wllnt to see stories in the book that pcrtoin to N~ recovery. would 

orit:erill of' what conati tutes actu1.1l enrlornomcnl • llooa t\C>Ocl to foolow 

the sixth tradition. 

Chorl1.1 Ceola that. story l.nput is up to the aut.hor. and that if the 

author doen•t want to pull AA from story then story can be pulled from 

book. 

Cina would like to snc that each author is made awaro 01 exact quidelines 

we will follow in dat'!rauung vhich stories ar• kept 1n bOolt. 

Bo would aqa1n like to discuss this later. Perhaps after so .. ti.me 

to •dit<H.e. 

NOlan lnd1cates the need to cont.l.Jlue •d1acussion now. 

Bo would like to mention that this may very ..,ell set a proc.edont as 

to tho f'uture 

Su.Eann" made comment: that this is NA book. It hos no othor purpose than 

to carty tho message of NA recovery. 

Roy bo lioves that ovory person , place, or th1n9 montioned in a atory 

de>t!a not indicate that the author is endorsing . Many things in one 

~none I He may be import.ant to tM fact we are Ln NA now. 



Greg makes motion that stories be judged on tha basis of merit vs. 

content. Content means spec:U:ics. Merit means valid recovery . 

Bob stat.es spir l tual f'T\ nd JllPS ,,nn' t N'lnfl irt . w,. !lhoulci he building 

bridqcs, not walls. 

Greg withdraws motion. 

Nolan makes motion "Not to change the words P.A in scories, but leave 

them in as they are." 

TtH icct seconds. 

Frank says 'AA Big Book doesn't name spec1Cic other pro9rams, and that 

NA should not also. 

Mary would like to hear o f NA recovery, but foremost feels recovery 

stories should be on an individual basis. 

Bo would like to call for vote. 

Matt passes to Cathy . 

Kathy will acknowledge AA in our book, AA has traditions too. AA may 

not want their name mentioned because of their traditions . our book 

should be geared to the newcomer; we should talk about. NA. 

Voto on Nolan's motion failed. 

Nicki makes motion to "Not include ~ continually through the book 

and use words such as other twelve step program" Withdraw. 

Ro9er makes motion that "stories be considered on b.osia of how well 

they express NA recovery and that no stories include any proper names 

of any othP.r program or in any other way cndorso any other outside 

enterprise . 

Matt seconds. 

Vote on Roqer ' s 1110tion carried with one opposed. 

Pago wants to know what co do with input on chapter one. Wants to 



incorporate input on typed form to go to editors. 

Tom thinks Page wants editors picked now so there won't be any time 

loat tomorrow whr•n we st-art. 

Greg moves that Ro<}er and Jim p1us a floater be named. 

eo thlnks ~here are many qualified to do the workshop a.baorbtion input. 

Much of f·ho i.nput. work is done, mcddn9 the editors )Ob easier. 

Nancy would like the first two with experience in the door in the 

morninq to be appointed to work the edit workshop . 

Ma r y wants a woman in the group . 

Nominations post poned1 

Group oecided t.o postpone editor votes until naxt group conscious 

meeting. 

Charles would like people to help evaluate stories. 

Meeting was closed with LOrd's Prayer at 12:50 AM 
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~F AT THE WEST ARFA OPPOPTUNJTY CF~TrR WI~H TC FXTFNO OUR WAPMEST 

APPfiE CIATI ON TO THO£E I NDIVIDUALS ll'HC A~F SO DI L I Gn1TLY WOPKlNG ON 

THE DfVFLOPMrMT CF ttAPCOTIC~ A~ONYMOUS L IT EPATUPE . IT GIVE£ ONE A 

PEELING Or CO NPIDFN CE TO K~OW THAT THEP: AP: ?fOPLF L I KF YOUPSELVES 

\llHO NOT ONLY HAVE: Ol?EAMS , !:lUT DO Pff NfCF!-'~APY FCOT\llORK TO ACTUAL I ZE 

THFM . IN ADDITION TC CONGPATULATI~r YC~ FOP YOUP PPEfENT 

ACH IEVFMENTS , WE ALSO LOCK FOPWAPD TC SEfl~G FVFN OFfATEP 

ACCOMPLISHMENT~ COMlt>G FPO!" VOUf:' CPOUP U I TllE' YfAPS AHEAD . VERY 

TF UL Y, 



~Y Prayer For Recovery 

Cod help me to !ind ~ysclf jus t a little each 

day, by doing so, •aybe I con tiud out how I 

got t o be this was ••.. 

In the beginning as 3 porson, I fell l wasn ' t 

so bad •.. Only later on dow~ the road 

Lhru l tra, did l rind . . . . t Id bnon ht.id 

out of bad can come qood and there atJll can 

be hope .... B~t on this very day l ceali%e 

It will ~ever happen, with mo using dope. 

Al!OnGO R. 

R.T.C. 



Nolan Cbllcd the banquet t:o order. w wt!nt: around tho table, 

each per son introduc1n9 thei:aself andshari119 tlmir gratitude for the 

con!cr nc:o &nd tho book. 1'..bout t.hc • w got; halfvay around, dinn r 

was re l'\y w 4t.a. 

Aft.er dinner. Nolan anno\lllccd that. t.hu s •cond cdi t workshop 

h d Uni&h d lung the first clup.t.e.r or the book. 'Boh D. read the 

new Vt!t'llion or the chapter out load. !Ncn though we weren't in 9roup 

(.:On:Jcj unco, it was moved, seconded and piuuiud Lhat. the '}roup accept 

lhiu v L&lon or chapter one as Lhe final Vl.!r'!lion. 

11\./<l oha I rpaoplc from past can I n1unt1•!1, Jonuph 1~. I rom Mumhil'I 

C:milutnnr", ind C! Lff tr. from Wltcl'lltil t.:011tv1cnco w rf" rec0<1nl7ed for 

t ho l r ha rd wcit'k. 

111c announcements were nude that Lh ·i- w111 be ll barbequo 

on S11Lurday t rnoon during t:he World 6crv101? convention and that 

there will be a dance on Satu.rd~y night to bo hold in the s hall 

s ~ho Lit roturo o:>n!erence. ~ cost or th d nc v111 $3 . 50. 

'l'hcr•" will lie ll livl' band. 

Nol.in rccclv<?.i 11 birthd.ly c<ill.c tor hia 10th :,,A. bir biloy. 
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FOURTH WORLD LITERATURE CON.FERENCE 

Group Conscience 119 

Santa Monica, California 

April 30, 1981 lO:JOPH 

Georqe R. ,PA, chaired the meeting. Se asked for proqres11 reports on the book. 

Jim M. shared that the second edit on ::hapter one was not entirely finished 
when it was approved at the banquet . It is now finished. 

Dean asked i( it was still OK to add input after the second input? 
Ho received positive input from the group. 

Terica reported on Chapter six. She said it looked good and one new input 
needed evaluation. 

Paqe reported that Chapter five was almost typed for second edit. 

Charles reported on stories. Twenty-ei9ht stories have been rev iewed and approved . 
They are being typed The stories from the little white book are included in 
this count. 

Tom reported that nineteen release forms had been signed. The authors of 
stories not accepted were sent a quideline sheet. 

Charles reported that all the stories were approved on the basis of the outline . 

Steve reported that the new input was integrated into Chapter seven . It will 
be ready for second edit tonight . 

Paige said the relapse story currently l..D Chapter seven ie incomplete. A 
better etory was submitted and is going to be considered. 

George aeked about. chapters two and three. They lx>th naed to 90 through the 
Readin9 and Evalutation workshops. 

Roqer said Chapter two needed to be typed and Lhcn would be roady for the 
sec:ond edit. 

Bo clskutl it Lhe new i111put was bing spliced ;.n tsnd then sent t.o the second 
editing workshop. He suggested that second editing workshops splice the 
new input in and ~d1t the material . This would savo time. How much 
input was being spliced? 

Roger said there wasn ' t much material being added. Their technique for the 
second editing workshop was one quick f1ow reading, followed by a slower 
flow reading, and the paragraph by paragraph evaluation. They restructured 
tho paragraphs and spliced in new input. 

Mary shared Chapter one had a lot of input while the other chapters had less . 

Dean shared the desire to strike the worlt chronic from Chapter one. 

"Addiction is an incurable, chronic, progressive, and fatal dieease characterized 
by the obsessi on to use drugs compulsively." ( 



Roger s hared the para9raph is controversial . He felt a large group conscience 
was needed to resolve the issue . The definit:.ion is from the medicai body , 
not N.A. The paragraph ~as read. He suggested we postpone a vote til1 after 
prayer. 

Georqe felt tho matter should be decided in a workshop. 

Bob said the material was weak. We bave a deadly disease and it is chronic. 

Geor ge said it wasn't chronic if it was fatal the first time . 

Linda said the dict:.ionary definit ion should be read. 

80 said this is workshop ma~erial . rt one really felt strongly about this 
~tter they should attend this workshop . 

Leon: The workshop felt a Group Conscience was necessary . 

Glenn read the dictionary definition . 

HOTION: Close the Group Conscience . If you feel this is important stay. 
Seconded. 

Linda had Bob read two telegrams and a prayer . (E:ncl osed) 

Dean suggested that we qualify the sentence by saying it was the clinical definition. 
Why don ' t we have three versions 

Bo said coo much t.ime was being taken . ffe asked that the motion be withdrawn. 
'l'he work can be continued in a workshop . "When in doubt, leave it out . " 

Roge.r said thls is important to ghe workshop. 

teon We propose t:hree versions be presented to the Group Conscience . 

Jeff said our disease is fatal--which is acute. 

MOTION : Three versions of the sentence be presented . Seconded . 

Paige asked if Chapter three was ready for second edit. Hes reaction to a 
t1egative response was to insert input and ready for second editing. 

Dean commented on the phrase "The drugs don • t work . • • " As a representative 
from Orange Co . he commented that drugs did work and that is why we were 
at N.A. 

Paige said we could statements with "For some of us •.. ". 

Leon read the three v"rsiou: 
Addiction is an incurable, , progressive, and fatal disease characterized 
by tho obsession to u!:Je drugs compulsi Vl!l y. 

Addi ction is an incurable, chronic , progressive and sometimes fatat disease 
char acterized by the obsession to use drugs compulsively . 

Addiction is an incurable,chronic , progressive, and fata disease character:i.zed 
by the obsess~on to use drugs compulsively. (Original) 



Bo wanted to aha.re chronic means it does not go away. 

Dean sharerl the disease is chronic . '!.et: •a qualify by nyin9 thU a clinical 
definition. 

Bob callod for a vo~e. 

Creq called tor a point of procedure. lie is q.l.ng to submlt new input. 

~an said we should drop chronic . 

Bill said tho usue is a lost. cause. 

Linda w4nted to inaku an amendment :" Quulify aa a clinician'• deflnit~on. 

Nlkki sai<! let's vote. We ne.ed to remember this i• o for sure thing. 

One asked for the sorenity Prayer to ~e prayed. 

VO'J"E: 
ftl--ono voto 
~i--thirly@ votoa 
~1--fiftoen votoa 

Bo said thia is time wasted. He requested that no motions ba made without 
proper preparation . Let ' s do i~. There are people dying out there. 
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FOURTH WORLD LITERATURE CONFERENCE 
Group Conscience #10 

,lo\cly l,198) 
2 : 30 PM 

The meeting was chaired by Do S., Georgis, Wor1d L~t. Chairman . 
Re introduced two new members from San Francisco , Bob and Vincent. 
He then asked for Progress Reports. 

Chapter one is final form. 
Chapter two, as reported by Bob, is about 15 minutes £rom completion in 

the second editing workshop. 
Chapter three is in final. form 
Chapter four, as reported by Bo, needs Steps 8-12 sent through firs t edit. 

Part Two, Living the Program , is thru second edit. 
Chapcer £ive is an hal£ an h~ur shy of completing second edit. 
Chapter six went thru second editing la!lt night. 
Chapter seven has gone thru second editing and needs to be typed. 
Cho.il_.)tei::-s eight Lhru Lun ui::cd Lu yo thru C.1.r:;t edit . 
Stories, as reported by Charles, a11 the stories are reviewed. They need to 

be typed. Nineteen of twenty-eight release forms have been signed. 
A new story was contributed £rom San Francisco . 

Greg P. said the stories from the little white book don'l need a release form 
if they haven't been changed . 

Bo announced that the World Service Conference will be held this weekend. 
He felt the Literature Committee should be a ware of the need for another 
Literature Conference next year . He is planning on resigning. He felt 
his replacement should be someone who was e xperienced and was probably 
present in t.he room. He felt the Committee was hanging onto the 
Book. We'll never get it perfect. Re suggested Fort Lauderdale as a 
potential conference site. A Conference could occur in conjunction with 
the World Convention in Miami in September. He tnen asked for input from 
the members . 

Greg P. said thC' Com.n1ittee wi11 continue to receive input and new literature. 
This new mat.eriul will n~e:d to be chilnoelled into the Fellowship. 

Tom felt Fort Lauderdale would be a good choice. It would probably have 
good attendance, a£fordahle for those already ilttending the Convention, and 
the area was e xperienced in setting a la.rqe conference or convention. The 
input of new literature will probably happen and having an ongoing Litera.ture 
Conference is a great idea. 

Bo said Atla nta, Pennsylvania, and Ohio are the most active areas in Lite>rature . 
Before the Conferences have been held in the Midwest for easy accessibility. 
We've had a Lit. Conference on the West Coast, let ' s have one o~ the ~ast 
Coast. 

Mary sha-ced the Convention was a time to play. The Coast is a hard place 
to work at because lhe beach ~nu water distract one from working. 

Charles fe~ls it is necessary to have a LjtttraLure Conference 'once or twice 
yearly. There will L>e rcvi.sions, a need to rechannel literature and improve
ments. The Conference needs to continue . The Conference is for "business" . 
Wh~t will help the P~llowship as a whole? 



Bob SDid he Wdnled t o talk about this Conference . 

Bo asked him to wait and recognized Nolan. 

Nolan said we s hould contact potential conference places and decide at the 
last Group Conscience. 

Bo asked to close the discussion till the last Group Conscience . He said 
the work coming out of this Conference is far superior to the Review Form. 
We are runninq out of time and need rn fini9h it up ac much ~G possible. 
LOose ends are time-consuming. Would you comment Joe? 

Joe s.:iid then~ were ,, l oL of details involved in closin9 the Memphis Con(erence . 
Typing, proofreading bound a fe~ people from the local Fellowship. We 
don't want to get over-extended. 

Bo sald we should benefit from the Group Conscience while it was still 
available. We need to get the material ready for the typesetter . Another 
item 1s our current covers are not adequate. They arc getting torn. It 
is encouraging to see our attendance increasing at each Conference. 
Any more conunt!11ls? 

Bob asked i1 there was a violation of procedure. The Group Conscience had 
decided to edit the chapters in order to promote conlinuity. What happened? 
How are we going to continue? 

Bo said we want to keep as many people as possible busy. Because of the 
initi«l problems with Chapter one we started with two. We can only do the 
best we can. We, the first edit, will finish Chapter four and then 
continue with Chapters eight, nine, and ten. 

Bo said he asked the Board of Trustees to compare the first and second versions 
ot the Traditions . He would like to hear their feedback. They could perform 
a valuable service to us. The second edit contained additional material. 

Page said the sequence of the editing is important. We should try to achieve 
a final form a:. best as we can. We can then compare the first. and second 
dratts to see which is best . 

NOl<Jn sclicl he u11ly had one copy of the schPdule for World Service Conference . 
The conference will begin tonight at 7:30. Friday night the Regional 
Reports will be read. Attendance is not mDndatory. Saturday it is important 
to bo present. The Literature Conference hall will be used for the Service 
Cont~ronce nanc~ Saturclay night . We can have the hall all Sunday till 6;00 AM 
Mond<1y mornJ.ng. Nolan will post the Servi<;e Conference schedule. 

The Regional Service Rep, Ed, from Marietla was introduced to the group. Luv Ya! 

Bo st.ressed the importance of reading the lo/orld Literature Letter found in 
front of the minutes . We need a lot of input on the criteria for the comple
tion of the Book. He feels the letter needs Lo be re~d al the next Group 
Conscience, around 12:00 PM tonight. 

MOTION: Close the mcetin<J. Seconded. 
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