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October 12, 1983

TO THE FELLOWSHIP

"Anonymity, Yours and Mine"

In our desire to give a better understanding of how the Traditions
work, and their importance, we the Board of Trustees, will monthly
try to elaborate and expand on questions most commonly asked on
the Traditions.

We like many of you in the Fellowship have become increasingly
concerned with the Eleventh and Twelth Traditlon violations,
which have been cropping up with increasing and alarming regularity.

We are a program of attraction, not promotion, and as we have

grown more and more public ocurselves, attracting more and more pub-
lic figures, it is critical for their recovery and our own that we
honor our traditions concerning anonymity. Unfortunately, public
figures sell newspapers, magazines and obtain viewers for television
programs. Members of the press can be quite unscrupulous in per-
suing information regarding these people. We would caution the
Fellowship in these dealings with the media, least violations of

the Traditions result.

We, the WSB and our service organizations, have no control over
the media. In our dealings with them we need to be careful of
setting ourselves up as an authority regarding the Fellowship or
acting as a spokesman for Narcotics Anonymous. A good rule of
thumb is "When in doubt, don't say anything.”

We need to be aware that each and every member of Narcotics Anony-
mous deserve recovery without notoriety. We need to continue to
reach the addict who still suffers, which requires that we
scruplously maintain our Eleventh and Twelth Traditions.

TRADITION ELEVEN
"Our public relations policy is based on attraction rather than
promotion; we need always maintain personal anonymity at the
level of the press, radio and films."

TRADITION TWELVE

"Anonymi?y is the spiritual foundation of all our Traditions,
ever reminding us to place principles before personalities."

Yours in Service,

Board of Trustees





